
Case Studies  

From Dr. J. P. Dadson Mobile Services 

Zoe A. Zoe is an eleven year old spayed Collie. Her friend in the household is 

another Collie, Winston. They go for regular walks together and are often seen outside in the yard. For 

the last four to five years it is obvious that Zoe is slowing 

down the routine. 

Examination and Conclusions:  Zoe will sit down as soon as 

there is a halt in the motion and prefers to lay down rather 

than stand. She is very awkward at getting up, limping with 

exaggerated head bobs when walking. She appears to be sore 

all over with no limb being worse than any other. Diagnostics 

to date have been non-invasive and the diagnostic conclusion 

is relegated to a generalized arthritis.   

Treatment and Results: Initially, Zoe was not so bad that 

more potent methods of pain relief were considered. She 

was started on Hip Health, a chondro-protective that I have 

used for many years with great success. It worked for Zoe and since I was starting to examine its scope I 

also started her on Auum. Zoe responded well to both products. I tried to balance the Hip Health with 

the Auum to get the best of both and that strategy worked well. After a few 

years the Hip Health was sadly discontinued and I used Cosequin DS to 

replace it. That did not work as well and now Zoe is only on the Auum. If the 

Auum cannot maintain an acceptable level of mobility we will consider 

adding NSAIDs like Metacam to the treatment protocol. 

Comments:  Zoe’s situation might be improved with further diagnostics that 

might shed some light on whether the issue with Zoe is an auto immune 

arthritis or not. That would alter the treatment and possibly render greater 

results. Also it is difficult to assess proper responses to the treatment when 

one owner firmly believes the treatment is working and the other can’t see the improvements. I had 

dropped in to check on Zoe and although Winston had bounded over to me with his usual greeting, Zoe 

had stayed lying down seeming to be depressed.  Finally she got up and limped over and say hello. Zoe 

had been out of the Auum for a while. I left more product and dropped in a few days later only to be 

met by both dogs bounding towards me and Zoe obviously playing as big a fool as Winston. I pointed the 

difference out to the owner who really couldn’t see any change in Zoe. This underlines the importance 

of informing owners of the clinical features you are observing so that they can evaluate the changes you 

are hoping to see. 

 

 


