
Case Studies  

From Dr. J. P. Dadson Mobile Services 

Tia M.  Tia is an aged Shih Tzu of 14+ years with many problems. She was only 8 

lbs. in weight and had been diagnosed with Congestive Heart Failure (CHF) by her regular veterinarian. 

She was on Vetmedin and Lasix. She was not doing well and her owner asked me to go over her 

treatment protocol and suggest anything that could help.  

Examination and Conclusions:  Tia was a typical end 

stage heart failure dog in that her pulse was weak and 

slightly irregular. Her mucus membranes were pale 

and her capillary refill time was extended. She had 

raspy lungs and a moderate heart cough. She was still 

eating although she had been seriously training her 

owners to give her everything she shouldn’t eat! 

Lately, in the last month, she had been starting to 

have periods of syncope from which she recovered 

within a few minutes and her general exercise 

tolerance was also declining. I suggested an 

ultrasound should be performed but her owners were 

not wanting to expend more on diagnostics. I 

explained the incurable nature of CHF and its 

relentless progression. I also explained that we might 

be able buy Tia a bit more time of feeling comfortable 

and replace her lost enjoyment of life for a while 

simply by adjusting her medications. 

Treatment and Results:  I started out by balancing Tia’s Vetmedin dose. We doubled the dose and 

procured a much more stable pulse and heart rate. That showed me that we had something to work 

with and I then adjusted the Lasix to effect and added Auum omega 3. Tia responded well even though 

she was a princess about taking the Auum and the cardiac canned diet I had also added. We ended up 

dropping the cardiac diet but not the Auum. She regained her energy and had fewer periods of syncope. 

When she was awake she was much more alert and engaged which thrilled her owners. She even 

started to play with her toys again. 

Comments:  Tia’s owners knew we were just buying Tia a bit more quality time. Her periods of syncope 

decreased in frequency but increased in severity over a three month time frame. I suspected that they 

were seizures and neurological in origin as opposed to cardiac. Tia also developed a moderately sized 

mass in her upper abdomen which was readily palpable and she started to lose weight rapidly. Her 

owners were pleased that they had given Tia a few more months of comfortable time allowing them to 

adjust to Tia’s increasing problems. They were now ready to say goodbye. 

 

 


