
Case Studies  

From Dr. J. P. Dadson Mobile Services 

Ben N.   Ben is a handsome Irish Setter. Eleven years of age with a few but 

remarkable problems. I was called to offer a second opinion of his condition and help if I could. 

Examination and Conclusions: Ben was found to be very weak 

and emaciated even though he ate well and his stools were 

normal. He could not bark and his previous veterinarian had 

diagnosed Myasthenia Gravis. Ben had been put on a cancer 

level of prednisone and was now incontinent. He had a 

distinct urinary infection odor about him and his heartrate 

was weak and very irregular. Capillary refill time was 

extended. He could not manage ambulating up a set of stairs 

or a steep incline. I explained that Ben was in bad shape but 

that we could certainly make him feel a lot better with some 

supportive medications. We would start the rehabilitation 

step wise, building treatment protocols on the back of initial 

changes and specific targeting of basic issues. The owners did 

not want any more diagnostics and were actually expecting me to say that we should put Ben to sleep 

even though that is not what they wanted to hear. I told them that we certainly could go that way, but 

since he was very alert and still looking forward to his meals that we should give him a chance to 

improve. They were very pleased to be able to try. 

Treatment and Results: I dropped Ben’s prednisone dose from 50mg twice a day to 5 mg twice a day 

and started him on a prescription of Amoxicillin for his bladder infection. I also started him on Auum at 

the normal dose. When I checked in on him a few days later Ben was much improved and so with his 

response to initial support being positive I added Vetmedin to assist his heart and low grade anaboics to 

the Auum to additionally bolster muscle strength and mass. Ben continued to improve from his initial 

assessment. 

Comments:  Ben carried on for another five months. He never became a “young” dog again but he was 

more comfortable. In the end he passed away in his sleep. His owners were pleased that we could make 

his last days less onerous for him. He will be missed. 



 

 


